Appl. No. 10/684,235 

Response to Office Action of December 13, 2005 

REMARKS 

This Response is submitted in reply to the Office Action mailed December 20, 
2005. Claims 1,15,17,19,21 and 23 are amended herein. Claims 25 to 48 have been 
added. No new matter is added by these amendments or new claims. A petition for a 
one-month extension of time is requested herewith. Please charge deposit account 02- 
1818 to cover the cost of the additional claims and the one-month extension. 

The Office Action rejected: 

(a) Claims 1 and 14 to 24 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
obvious in view of U.S. Reissued Patent No. 34,244 to 
Hagiwara ("Hagiwara"), U.S. Patent No. 5,609,524 to Inoue 
("Inoue"), and U.S. Patent No. 6,159,096 to Yoseloff ("Yoseloff 

i"); 

(b) Claims 2, 3 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being obvious 
in view of Hagiwara, Inoue, Yoseloff I, and U.S. Patent No. 
6,1 17,009 to Yoseloff ("Yoseloff II"); and 

(c) Claims 4 to 12 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hagiwara, Inoue, Yoseloff I, Yoseloff II, and U.K. 
Application Publication No. GB2117155 to Thomas et al. 
("Thomas"). 

Applicants respectfully disagree with and traverse these rejections. However, certain 
claims have been amended to further define the invention. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite, at least in part, an exhibition which is 
controlled by a processor and displayed by said display device at positions on the 
display device of and which replaces at least two of the adjacent symbols on at least 
one of the video reels adjacent to at least one other of said video reels when one of said 
symbols or a combination of said symbols occurs on the video reels. 

Claim 15 has been amended to recite, at least in part, an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at 
positions on the display device of and adapted to replace at least two adjacent symbols 
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in a row on adjacent video reels, wherein at least one of said symbols is adjacent to at 
least one other of said video reels, when one of said symbols or a combination of said 
symbols occurs on said video reels. 

Claim 17 has been amended to recite, at least in part, an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at 
positions on the display device of and adapted to replace at least three adjacent 
symbols in a row on adjacent video reels which are disposed between and adjacent to 
at least two other of said video reels when one of said symbols or a combination of said 
symbols occurs on said video reels. 

Claim 19 has been amended to recite, at least in part, an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at 
positions on the display device of and adapted to replace at least two of the adjacent 
symbols on at least one of said video reels adjacent to at least one other of said video 
reels when one of said symbols or a combination of said symbols occurs on said video 
reels, wherein said exhibition includes an animation having at least one moving image 
at least partially displayed at the position of said adjacent symbols. 

Claim 21 has been amended to recite, at least in part, an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at 
positions on the display device of and adapted to replace at least two adjacent symbols 
in a row on adjacent video reels, at least one of said symbols is adjacent to at least one 
other of said video reels, when one of said symbols or a combination of said symbols 
occurs on said video reels, wherein said exhibition includes an animation having at least 
one moving image at least partially displayed at the positions of the adjacent symbols. 

Claim 23 has been amended to recite, at least in part, an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at 
positions on the display device of and adapted to replace at least three adjacent 
symbols in a row on adjacent video reels which are disposed between and adjacent to 
at least two other of said video reels when one of said symbols or a combination of said 
symbols occurs on said video reels, wherein said exhibition includes an animation 
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having at least one moving image at least partially displayed at said positions of said 
adjacent symbols. 

New Claim 25 recites, at least in part, an exhibition which is controlled by a 
processor and displayed by said display device at positions on the display device of and 
which transforms at least two of the adjacent symbols on at least one of the video reels 
adjacent to at least one other of said video reels when one of said symbols or a 
combination of said symbols occurs on the video reels. 

New Claim 39 recites, at least in part, an exhibition which is controlled by the 
processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at positions on the 
display device of and adapted to transform at least two adjacent symbols in a row on 
adjacent video reels, wherein at least one of said symbols is adjacent to at least one 
other of said video reels, when one of said symbols or a combination of said symbols 
occurs on said video reels. 

New Claim 41 recites, at least in part, an exhibition which is controlled by the 
processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at positions on the 
display device of and adapted to transform at least three adjacent symbols in a row on 
adjacent video reels which are disposed between and adjacent to at least two other of 
said video reels when one of said symbols or a combination of said symbols occurs on 
said video reels. 

New Claim 43 recites, at least in part, an exhibition which is controlled by the 
processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at positions on the 
display device of and adapted to transform at least two of the adjacent symbols on at 
least one of said video reels adjacent to at least one other of said video reels when one 
of said symbols or a combination of said symbols occurs on said video reels, wherein 
said exhibition includes an animation having at least one moving image at least partially 
displayed at the position of said adjacent symbols. 

New Claim 45 recites, at least in part, an exhibition which is controlled by the 
processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at positions on the 
display device of and adapted to transform at least two adjacent symbols in a row on 
adjacent video reels, at least one of said symbols is adjacent to at least one other of 
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said video reels, when one of said symbols or a combination of said symbols occurs on 
said video reels, wherein said exhibition includes an animation having at least one 
moving image at least partially displayed at the positions of the adjacent symbols. 

New Claim 47 recites, at least in part, an exhibition which is controlled by the 
processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device at positions on the 
display device of and adapted to transform at least three adjacent symbols in a row on 
adjacent video reels which are disposed between and adjacent to at least two other of 
said video reels when one of said symbols or a combination of said symbols occurs on 
said video reels, wherein said exhibition includes an animation having at least one 
moving image at least partially displayed at said positions of said adjacent symbols. 

Hagiwara provides a multiline slot machine having an array of display zones 14, 
where each display zone includes an independent display mechanism or reel. (See, 
Hagiwara, Abstract). As each of the display mechanisms are independently movable or 
displayable, Hagiwara is able to provide a slot machine that has vertical paylines in 
addition to typical horizontal and diagonal paylines. (See, Id.). Hagiwara does not 
provide an exhibition at any of the display positions on the display device, as admitted 
on page 3 of the Office Action. Therefore, Hagiwara fails to disclose at least this feature 
of the amended independent claims. 

The Office Action relies on Inoue for the purported teaching of a reel shaking 
exhibition that informs a player of a winning symbol combination. (See, Office Action, 
page 4). Similar to Hagiwara, Inoue provides a slot machine having an array of 
independent physical reels, where each reel displays only one symbol at a time, such 
that the slot machine can incorporate vertical paylines. (See, Inoue, Fig. 1). Inoue 
discloses a certain type of motion control algorithm specifically designed for an array of 
physical reels (i.e., changing drive pulses and acceleration and deceleration periods as 
shown in Fig. 5A) that causes the reels to rotate a certain angular distance back and 
forth. However, Inoue does not disclose an exhibition including either replacing or 
transforming certain symbols on the reels, as in amended Claims 1, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 
and as in new Claims 25, 39, 41, 43, 45 and 47, respectively. 
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Also, Applicants respectfully disagree that it would be obvious to modify the 
symbols displayed on the CRT screen in Hagiwara with a similar reel movement as 
provided in Inoue. Although, Inoue mentions that the "triumphal rotation" can be applied 
to other physical reel configurations, such as three or five reel type slot machines, it 
does not teach or suggest that it could be applied to a CRT implementation or other 
display device, as alleged on page 4 of the Office Action. (See also, Inoue, col. 7, lines 
35 to 40). 

Accordingly, Applicants submit that Claims 1, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 39, 41, 43, 
45, 47 and dependents thereof are patentable over the combination of Hagiwara and 
Inoue. 

As mentioned above, the Office Action rejected Claims 1 and 14 to 24 as being 
obvious in view of Hagiwara, Inoue, and Yoseloff I. The Office Action primarily relies on 
Yoseloff I for the alleged teaching regarding possible winning combinations of one, two, 
or three symbols on a three-symbol payline. Yoseloff I does not cure the deficiencies of 
Hagiwara and Inoue as discussed above. Accordingly, Applicants submit that for at 
least the reasons above, Claims 1 and 14 to 24 are structurally different and patentable 
over Hagiwara, Inoue and Yoseloff I, even if properly combinable. 

As mentioned above, the Office Action rejected Claims 2, 3 and 13 as being 
obvious in view of Hagiwara, Inoue, and Yoseloff I as applied to the above claims, and 
further in view of Yoseloff II. The Office Action primarily relies on Yoseloff II for the 
alleged teaching regarding where an outcome reached by the player is an opportunity to 
play a bonus game. Therefore, Yoseloff II does not cure the deficiencies of Hagiwara, 
Inoue, and Yoseloff I as discussed above. Accordingly, Applicants submit that Claims 
2, 3 and 13 are patentable over the combination of Hagiwara, Inoue, Yoseloff I, and 
Yoseloff II. 

The Office Action rejected Claims 4 to 12 as being obvious in view of Hagiwara, 
Inoue, Yoseloff I, Yoseloff II, as applied to the above claims, and further in view of 
Thomas. The Office Action primarily relies on Thomas for the alleged teaching 
regarding a game outcome including at least one spin of one of the video reels not at 
the position of the exhibition. Specifically, the Office Action alleges that the nudge 
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feature in Thomas combined with the Hagiwara, Inoue, Yoseloff I, Yoseloff II references 
would allow a player to spin one of the reels not at the position of the exhibition. (See, 
Office Action, page 13). Therefore, Thomas does not cure the deficiencies of Hagiwara, 
Inoue, Yoseloff I, and Yoseloff II as discussed above. Accordingly, Applicants submit 
that Claims 2, 3 and 13 are patentable over the combination of Hagiwara, Inoue, 
Yoseloff I, Yoseloff II, and Thomas. 

An earnest endeavor has been made to place this application in condition for 
formal allowance and in the absent of more pertinent art such action is courteously 
solicited. If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Response, Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 




Adam H. Masia 
Reg. No. 35,602 
Cust. No. 29159 



Dated: March 24. 2006 
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